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" . . .Declara t ion  o f  Independence  re fers  to  an  equa l  

endowment o f  r igh ts  by the  Crea tor . . .  no t  as  sel f -ev iden t  as  

when  the  Dec lara t ion  o f  Independence  was wr i t ten ."  

In  th is  impor tan t  work ,  O'Kee fe  squares o ff  regarding the  Found ing Fa thers '  

f inal  dec isions b ased  on  a rguments  in  the Federal is t  Papers .  The  Federa l is t  

Papers  were  publ ished  p ro -and-con  op in ions he ld  by de lega tes working jo in t ly  

on  the  Uni ted  Sta tes Consti tu t ion .  Of ten  separa ted  by dis tance  f rom 

Ph i lade lph ia  and  the i r  views,  a t tendees would  pass a long v iewpoin ts  v ia  le t ters  

p r in ted  in  newspapers .  Issues d rawing f i re  by the  s ta tes had  to  be  se t t led  to  

ra t i fy  a  replacement  for  the  Ar t ic les  o f  Con federa t ion .  The  o r ig ina l  Ar ti c les  had  

au thor ized  Congress to  dea l  w i th  foreign  pol icy ,  de fense ,  and  ter r i t o r ies .  Now 

there  had  to  be  an  au thor i ty  to  ensure  s tate  accoun tab i l i ty .  

The  separa t ion  be tween church  and  s ta te  was ho tly  deba ted .  De lega tes wan ted  

to  avo id  wha t  had  forced  them to  leave  Europe :  they must  be  f ree  to  worsh ip  the  

Crea to r  as  they saw f i t  and  to  teach  younger  genera tions.  A government  tha t  

regula ted  the i r  worsh ip  was abhor ren t .  This  book shows the  th reads tha t  led  to  

compromises for  th is  and  o ther  po in ts ,  such  as should  the  jud icia l  system have  

the  f ina l  say over  the  o ther  two  b ranches o f  gover nment  and  was slavery  to  be  

a l lowed by s ta te  dec is ion .  

 



Kudos are  due  to  O'Kee fe  for  prov id ing a  wea l th  o f  in format ion  tha t  is  se ldom 

taugh t  in  Amer ican  schools .  The  au thor  exp la ins  exact ly  wha t  the  Federal is t  

Papers  a re .  These  wise  words and  d iscuss ions ap peared  in  newspapers ,  the  

soc ia l  med ia  o f  thei r  day,  permi t t ing the  peop le  a  vo ice .  Expounding on  an t i -  

and  p ro -Federal is t  though t -p rovok ing arguments  reveals  the  au thors  beh ind  

some pen  names,  ra t ional iza t ions,  and  insigh t .  O'Kee fe  exp la ins  ra ther  than  

judges.  The  book warns abou t  i ssues tha t wou ld  deve lop  i f  Amer icans were  no  

longer  mora l  indiv idua ls .  The  au thor 's  admi rab le  hand l ing o f  these  s t i l l  re levan t  

top ics  proves tha t  he  is  an  astu te  s tuden t  o f  the  Const i tu t ion .  
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